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Clockwise from top left: San Francisco Art Institute and California College of the Arts instructor Jovi
Schnell’s work had its showing at Gregory Lind Gallery’s “Variegated Radiant Dream Plot.” Oakland artist
Chris Duncan hung out in front of one of his pieces at Gregory Lind. Skulls by Nate Moore loomed large at

Rock Paper Scissors in Oakland as part of the “Art Murmur” gallery crawl. John Casey’s arachnid stood out
at 33 Grand. Photographer Richard Hart and the Needles and Pens crew walked the line between “Art
Murmur” shows in O-town. |T0P PHOTOS BY JOHN TRIPPE

BOOZE. SCHMOOZE. VIEWS.

Leave home

Well, it’s the beginning of the month, and as always, a
load of great new shows have opened in the Bay Area.
Chris Duncan — the 30-year-old cofounder of the
local Keepsake Society art collective and copublisher
of the zine Hot and Cold — is moving up into the
downtown scene with his participation in “Variegated
Radiant Dream Plot,” which opened last Thursday at
the Gregory Lind Gallery and includes works by David
Dupuis and Jovi Schnell. This “first Thursdays” opening
seemed the most crowded of all the gallery events at
49 Geary. Oakland also held its second “first Fridays”
art walk, titled “Art Murmur,” which gives the SF art
fan a reason to cross the Bay at least once a month.
Eight galleries within walking distance throw openings
and stay open late offering nice samplings of work,
like that of Jake Watling at the Mama Buzz gallery
(2318 Telegraph, 510-465-4073) and John Casey at
33 Grand (www.33grand.com). Consider starting your
weekend there next month. Good people, some good
art, and good times. (John Trippe)

VARIEGATED RADIANT DREAM PLOT
Through Feb. 25

Gregory Lind Gallery

49 Geary, SF

(415) 296-9661
www.gregorylindgallery.com

ART MURMUR

First Friday of the month, 7-10 p.m.
Various Oakland galleries
www.oaklandartmurmur.com

READY FOR YOUR CLOSE-UP?

Ginger Brooks Takahashi

By Kimberly Chun
> kimberly@stbg.com

CITY: Brooklyn

AGE: 28

EDUCATION: Oberlin College, BA
in Studio Art and East Asian Studies
CD: Songs from the Black Mountain
Mousic Project CD (with Mirah Yom
Tov Zeitlyn) (K, 2003)

AWARDS: Mobilivre Bookmobile
project, Canada Council for the Arts,
2003 and 2004

SFBG 7%/] me about the Mobilivre
Bookmobile.

GINGER BROOKS TAKAHASHI
It’s a collective based in Canada and
Philadelphia, a touring exhibit of
books and zines and independent
publications that travels around in an
Airstream trailer redesigned as gallery.
It started in 2000, and it’s on a break
right now.

SFBG Tired of blown tires?

GBT The collective is just going to
reassess later this year. And we Aave
blown tires.

SFBG Can you tell me about the cur-
rent series of bunny porn images at
Needles and Pens?

GBT The rabbit stuff is what I've
been working on for the past four
years. It’s culminated in a big quilt
project. The quilt has a lot of images,
drawings of people and rabbits fuck-
ing, all-white appliqué and all-white
stitching. It’s a really textural experi-
ence — only on closer investigation
do you notice what is happening. I set
it up myself in people’s homes and
galleries and other places, and we all
sew together and work on the quilt,
slow, hand-stitching it, one stitch at a
time. It’s about going back to taking
five years to do something rather than
taking five minutes.

I'm interested in creating situa-
tions where people can come together
to work on something, and the quilt
was perfect. Basically, everyone can do
it, pushing a needle
through fabric, and it’s
really interesting to
look at — you can see
different hands, person-
alities, and stitches.

SFBG Is there a connec-
tion between rabbits and
Sertility?

GBT Yeah, but I feel
like my work is so
specifically queer that it
doesn’t go in that direc-
tion for me. I just see
the rabbit representing queer desire,
and it’s a queer creature that doesn't
conform to any ideas. Is it a human,
or is it a rabbit? I just take different
elements and combine them to create
these composite characters.

SFBG It a stupid question, but what

draws you fo porn?

GBT It’s very natural for me to go
into a back catalog of old gay porn
T've collected, like muscle magazines,
and mix them up with
my fantasies and rename
them with the rabbit
form. So for me that’s
what happening. T'll
look at a lot of porn and
redraw stuff and recon-
figure it and reassign
genders.

I think I might be
done with the rabbits.
What I'm working on
now are cross-stitched
pieces on paper based
on text by Monique Wittig, the
French lesbian poet and feminist
writer. She has a book called The
Lesbian Body with all this hypersexu-
alized, really violent imagery of
women changing into different ani-
mals and breaking through bound-

aries of physical anatomy.

I also cocurate a feminist art jour-
nal called LZT'TR. The first issue was
themed “Lesbians to the Rescue.” The
second issue was “Listen Translate
Translate Record.” Printedmatter.org
gave us an award as an “emerging
artist publication” and helped to pro-
duce the new issue.

SFBG If you could be any animal you
wanted to be, what would you be?
GBT My spirit animal is a panda.
They’re really cuddly, but I think
they’re also really rowdy with each

other. sFeG

FAILED ATTEMPTS AT SPACE TRAVEL
Through Feb. 25

Needles and Pens

483 14th St., SF

(415) 255-1534
www.needles-pens.com
www.gingerbrooks.com

www.lttr.org

www.mobilivre.org
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